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1. Introduction 

The Wye and Usk Foundation (WUF) has conducted its operations on a catchment- wide 

scale since 1996 and during this time has built up knowledge of the rivers and the variety of 

pressures affecting them. We have developed and implemented cost effective techniques 

for making good degraded watercourses, remedial work in respect of water quality including 

acid waters; rectification of barriers to migration, and developed socio-economic 

mechanisms to ensure sustainability. We are a key stakeholder within the catchment and 

for over 12 years have been delivering actions to restore these rivers. We are therefore, well 

placed to assist in the delivery of outcomes for the Water Framework Directive (WFD) 

Between April 2008 and March 2009 the W¦CΩǎ ambitious programme of work amounted to 

£617,519 across ten projects. The WFD award added a further £100,000 to complete 

additional and complimentary works  

These addition works ranged from further liming to ameliorate surface water acidification 

within the upper Irfon and upper Wye to restoration of degraded geomorphology across 8 

km of stream and reducing Phosphate delivery to a stream failing on that parameter by 

supporting two improvements to farm infrastructure at one known problematic location. 
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2. Work completed 

2. 1 Acidity correction 

The Upper Irfon Water Body (WB 41910) is failing Good Ecological Status (GES) for pH (poor) 

and the Middle Irfon (WB 36760) is failing GES for fish apparently as a result of acid 

episodes. The Upper Wye (WB42330) and Tarenig (WB 42350) are also failing for pH, zinc 

and fish as a result of acidification.  

Due to heavy coniferous afforestation of the source areas, sufficient hydrological source 

liming is often not possible and so calcium carbonate (limestone) was introduced into 54 

locations within 1st and 2nd order water courses draining into the Irfon within the Irfon and 

Tywi forests and the Wye within the Tarenig forest. This will act in concert with work 

previously conducted under the pHish (Powys Habitat Improvement Scheme ERDF Objective 

2) project in 2005, 2007 and 2008 to improve 53km of river length by raising baseline pH. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. 2. Habitat Restoration 

2.2.1 Clywedog (WB 42090 and 42070 and Maps 1.1-1.3 in Annex) 

 

This is an important upper Wye tributary that has degraded geomorphology due to 

overgrazing by sheep, a history of alder coppicing ŀƴŘ ǊƛǾŜǊ άǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘŜƴƛƴƎέ. It is therefore 

failing GES, at least partly due to the impoverished fish population. 

 

The river was initially targeted for experimental work as part of the WHIP (Wye Habitat 

Improvement Project, EAGGF 5b) between 1998 and 2002. The WFD grant fund has now 

allowed the Foundation to complete the work started then, by coppicing remaining trees, 

excluding stock from the unfenced sections, pleaching in some of the woody regrowth that 

has occurred where stock has been excluded, all with the objective of creating ideal fish 

habitat. In the lower section stock were excluded by fitting 12 water-gates.  

In total 
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- 438m was fenced  

- 2,904m was coppiced   

- 260m of fence at 6 locations was repaired 

- 14 Water gates, 2 gates, 2 drinking places and 

- 2 soft revetments completed 

 

This ensures favourable condition of riparian habitat within 4.31km of river       

 

 

2.2.2  Camddwr (WB 42130) 

This tributary of the upper Ithon is provisionally failing GES for Cypermethrin 

A 680m section of this stream was in a highly degraded condition due to unregulated stock 

access.  It was identified in the survey as high risk of sheep dip entering the Camddwr, as it 

has been managed as ŀ ΨǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǘ ŦƛŜƭŘΩ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƴ untidy farm holding.  The rest of the 

river is predominately in either extensive land use or fenced of via the Tir-Gofal scheme.   

In total 1,200m of fencing was erected and 6 soft revetments constructed and sheep 

drinkers.  In addition to reducing the risk of sheep dip pollution and reducing bank side 

sediment contributions, there will be considerable benefit to the fishery and fish population 
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in what was historically, an important spring salmon spawning area. The pictures were taken 

2 months apart in 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.2.3. Monnow Dulas (WB 36810) 

This has probably been one of the most degraded locations in the Monnow catchment. A 

670m section was fenced and coppiced and this resulted in rapid improvements in the 

riparian zone which, it is anticipated, will improve still further as the river continues to 

recover. 
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In total 1,270m of tree management was completed, 942m of double bank fencing and 3 

water gates installed to create a wide buffer to allow the river to naturalise. Inclusion of this 

reach in a fishery marketing scheme (The Wye and Usk Passport) will ensure that these 

improvements are maintained through reinvestment of some of the proceeds.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.2.4  Upper Usk (WB 39980 Map 4 in Annex) 

This short (4km) WB has been classified as poor due to a failure of the fish feature. Whilst 

this classification is debatable, it is evident that the habitat is severely degraded as 

exemplified by this 1090m section (before and after photos below).  

The rest of the water body section has otter sensitive habitat which prohibits use of 

machinery and some riparian management work under European protected species 

legislation was omitted from the scheme.    

In total 1,441m of double bank fencing and 4 water gates were installed to exclude stock 

and allow the banks to re-vegetate and the channel to narrow.   


